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ii Grade 5  •  End-of-Year Assessment: Teacher Introduction

Countdown to Common Core Assessment: 
ELA End-of-Year Assessment 
Countdown to Common Core Assessment: ELA End-of-Year Assessment is an integral 
part of a complete assessment program aligned to the Common Core State Standards.

Overview of End-of-Year Assessment
The Countdown to Common Core Assessment: End-of-Year Assessment provides an 
opportunity for students to encounter the types of Common Core assessments being 
created by the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 
and the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium. The advances in assessment 
featured in these consortia tests include test items that require higher-order thinking 
skills. Students must provide both the correct answer AND the text evidence supporting 
their answer. The passages in the End-of-Year Assessment reflect the increased text 
complexity and rigor required by the Common Core State Standards. 

 This assessment focuses on reading and vocabulary skills, which are assessed by 
selected-response and technology-enhanced constructed-response items. In a departure 
from previous high-stakes assessments, individual items align to multiple standards. 
RI or RL standard 1 is the structural component underlying every comprehension item. 
Additional grade-level comprehension and vocabulary standards address the 
identification and use of supporting text evidence. 
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Administering and Scoring the End-of-Year Assessment
Administer the End-of-Year Assessment in two or three sessions, with a short break 
between each session. For planning purposes, allow 120 minutes per test, excluding the 
break periods.

NOTE: This test is intended to familiarize students with the types of items they may 
encounter on the Common Core end-of-year assessment. The test score will provide 
you with a general idea of how well students have mastered the various skills; the 
scores are not intended to be used for classroom grading purposes.

Each of the 26 items is worth 2 points. The Answer Key provides a scoring column 
to create a 52-point test, with multi-part questions eligible for partial credit. In addition 
to the responses to the test items, the Answer Key identifies item types and CCSS 
correlations. You can copy the Answer Key and use it to track each student’s scores.

Score two-part items as follows:

• 2 points if both Part A and Part B are correct
• 1 point if Part A is correct and Part B is incorrect or partially correct
• 0 points if Part A is incorrect, even if Part B is correct

Score one-part items as follows:

• 2 points if correct
• 1 point if partially correct
• 0 points if incorrect

Please note: If you prefer to give all items equal weight, give full credit only for 
completely correct answers and no credit for partially correct answers.
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End-of-Year Assessment

Read the poem “The Oak” and answer the questions that follow.

The Oak

For centuries the oak has stood, spreading toward the sky,

its roots a tangled network far below.

As generations prosper, it has watched them live and die,

borne witness to Earth’s steady ebb and flow.

It watched a street come speeding by from far beyond the hill,

followed by a house—then two, then three.

And when the oak grew taller it could see the textile mill

and glimpse the sun a-glitter on the sea.

Years grow into decades that turn homes into a town,

as avenues aplenty cross the green.

The oak, too, branches out—becomes a thing of great renown

that draws folk—young and old and in-between.

Its oaken arms give shelter—storm or sun—it stands so tall,

and soothes our every sorrow, pain, or grief.

And through the seasons’ cycles, it rejuvenates us all

through every green, red, brown, or golden leaf.

Inside its trunk the years are circles, ring ’round every ring, 

like ripples from a rock tossed in a lake.

The oak is old and withered now, some limbs are hollow things,

while others hang low, bending close to break.
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For centuries the oak has stood, spreading toward the sky,

but now the people gather one last time

to sing songs in its honor and to speak a sad goodbye

as they hoist the children up for one last climb.

As wind wafts through its branches, singing one last sad salute,

the old oak senses something we all know:

Beside it, there’s an acorn sending out its first green shoot,

to carry on Earth’s steady ebb and flow.

25
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1   Part A: What is the meaning of the word ebb as it is used in lines 4 and 28?

 A  low tide waters

 B   a falling away

 C  a loosening

 D   exhaustion

  Part B: Which antonym for the word ebb can help the reader figure out 
the meaning in Part A? 

 A   centuries

 B   network

 C   witness

 D   flow

C
o
p
yr

ig
ht

 ©
 M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill
 E

d
uc

a
ti

o
n

001-034_CR14_PSB_G5_PBA_EOY_118701.indd   3001-034_CR14_PSB_G5_PBA_EOY_118701.indd   3 9/30/13   8:16 AM9/30/13   8:16 AM



GO ONGO ON   

4 Grade 5  •  End-of-Year Assessment

Program: PRACC_SBAC
Grade: 5 PDF Pass

Vendor: Laserwords

Name:   Date:  

2   Part A: Which sentence states the major theme of the poem? 

 A  Trees show us the beauty of the seasons.

 B  All living things should be treated with respect.

 C  Life is a continuing cycle of birth, growth, and change.

 D  An oak tree can create a child’s most vivid memories.

  Part B: Select two lines from the poem that illustrate the theme from Part A.

 A  “its roots a tangled network far below” (Line 2)

 B  “As generations prosper, it has watched them live and die” (Line 3)

 C  “and glimpse the sun a-glitter on the sea” (Line 8)

 D  “Its oaken arms give shelter—storm or sun—it stands so tall” (Line 13)

 E  “and soothes our every sorrow, pain, or grief” (Line 14)

 F  “to carry on Earth’s steady ebb and flow” (Line 28)
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3   Part A: Which word describes the speaker’s point of view in the poem?

 A  thoughtful

 B  gloomy

 C  excited

 D  opinionated

  Part B: Which description of events in the poem results from the point of 
view in Part A? 

 A  The speaker describes mostly sad or emotional events.

 B  The speaker describes many kinds of events over centuries.

 C  The speaker describes events important only to the townspeople.

 D  The speaker describes events from the oak tree’s perspective only.
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4   Part A: How does the poet structure the poem to represent the beginning 
and end of the oak tree?

 A  by using rhyming words in stanzas 1 and 7

 B  by repeating lines 1 and 4 later in the poem

 C  by describing the town’s growth in stanzas 2 and 3

 D  by describing the oak tree’s advanced age in lines 19 and 20

  Part B: In what other way does the structure of the poem represent the 
passing of time?

 A  Each stanza represents a specific season or moment in time.

 B  Each stanza contains four lines to show the steady movement of time.

 C   The lines in each stanza follow the pattern “long, short, long, short” to 
echo the ebb and flow of time.

 D   The poem contains an uneven number of stanzas to show that time 
has a beginning, middle, and end.
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5    Underline two lines from the last two stanzas below that convey a hopeful 
message about time.

For centuries the oak has stood, spreading toward the sky,
but now the people gather one last time
to sing songs in its honor and to speak a sad goodbye
as they hoist the children up for one last climb.

As wind wafts through its branches, singing one last sad salute,
the old oak senses something we all know:
Beside it, there’s an acorn sending out its first green shoot,
to carry on Earth’s steady ebb and flow.
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Read “Mary Bowser: Civil War Spy” and answer the questions that follow.

Mary Bowser: Civil War Spy

Sometime in the late 1830s, a girl named Mary was born as a slave in Richmond, 
Virginia. She was to become one of the most effective spies in American history.

Mary was born on a plantation owned by John Van Lew. When he died, his wife 
and daughter Elizabeth freed the family’s slaves. Mary decided to stay with the family 
as a servant. Taking note of Mary’s exceptional intelligence, Elizabeth Van Lew sent 
her to the Quaker School for Negroes in Philadelphia. Here, Bowser learned to read 
and write—skills that would later serve her well.

After finishing school, Mary returned to Richmond, where on April 16, 1861 she 
married a free man named Wilson Bowser. The next day, Virginia seceded from the 
Union. The United States was on the brink of civil war. Mary Bowser’s life was about 
to undergo a radical change.

Bowser had kept in touch with Elizabeth Van Lew, who supported the movement 
to abolish slavery. Van Lew led a ring of Union spies working to obtain secret 
information about the South’s wartime plans. She arranged for Bowser to become a 
servant in the Confederate White House of Jefferson Davis. As a spy, Bowser became 
Ellen Bond, an illiterate slave.

Instantly, Bowser had access to secret meetings, troop movements, and political 
strategies. Assuming she was a dim-witted girl who could not read, no one thought to 
hide classified documents or shield their conversations. Bowser also had a 
photographic memory. Bowser’s contact noted that Bowser could recite complete 
documents from memory. He and Bowser exchanged information by hiding notes in 
empty eggshells, shoe soles, and bakery deliveries.

Near the end of the Civil War, Confederate President Davis started to suspect he 
had a spy in his house. To avoid detection, Bowser left her position in January 1865. 
She went on to teach freed slaves.
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6   Part A: What does the word illiterate mean as it is used in paragraph 4?

 A  unable to hear

 B  unable to read 

 C  obedient 

 D  loyal 

  Part B: Which type of clue to the meaning of illiterate does the author 
provide in paragraph 5?

 A  definition 

 B  antonym

 C  synonym

 D  context 
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7   Part A: Which skill probably helped Mary Bowser go “under cover” 
as Ellen Bond?

 A  acting 

 B  reading

 C  writing

 D  intelligence

  Part B: How did Bower use the skill in Part A?

 A  to memorize documents

 B  to listen in on meetings

 C  to appear dim-witted

 D  to write secret notes
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8   Part A: What caused Elizabeth Van Lew to send Bowser to school in 
Philadelphia?

 A  She freed all of her father’s slaves.

 B  She supported the abolition of slavery.

 C  She wanted Bowser to become a Union spy.

 D  She noticed that Bowser was highly intelligent.

  Part B: Which of the following were a direct result of Bowser’s education? 
Write two sentences in the Effects column of the graphic organizer.

 
Sentences:

She was hired as a servant in the Confederate White House.

She read classified documents.

She listened in on secret meetings.

She had a photographic memory.

She changed her name to Ellen Bond.

She wrote notes about information she had gathered.

 
Cause Effects

Bowser’s Education
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9   Part A: Which phrase best states how Bowser is described in this passage?

 A  as a freed slave who took on a fake name and identity 

 B  as a former slave who was freed by her master’s daughter 

 C   as a married woman who became a Civil War spy 

 D   as an intelligent woman whose education allowed her to become an 
effective Civil War spy

  Part B: Select two sentences from the passage that support the answer in 
Part A.

 A   “When he died, his wife and daughter Elizabeth freed the family’s 
slaves.” (Paragraph 2)

 B   “Here, Bowser learned to read and write—skills that would later serve 
her well.”  (Paragraph 2)

 C   “After finishing school, Mary returned to Richmond, where on April 16, 
1861 she married a free man named Wilson Bowser.” (Paragraph 3)

 D   “Bowser had kept in touch with Elizabeth Van Lew, who supported the 
movement to abolish slavery.” (Paragraph 4)

 E   “Instantly, Bowser had access to secret meetings, troop movements, 
and political strategies.” (Paragraph 5)

 F   “To avoid detection, Bowser left her position in January 1865.” 
(Paragraph 6)
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10    Which events in paragraphs 2 through 5 affected Bowser’s ability to become 
a Union spy in the Confederate White House? Underline one sentence in 
each paragraph.

Mary was born on a plantation owned by John Van Lew. When he died, 
his wife and daughter Elizabeth freed the family’s slaves. Mary decided to 
stay with the family as a servant. Taking note of Mary’s exceptional 
intelligence, Elizabeth Van Lew sent her to the Quaker School for Negroes in 
Philadelphia. Here, Bowser learned to read and write—skills that would later 
serve her well.

After finishing school, Mary returned to Richmond, where on April 16, 
1861 she married a free man named Wilson Bowser. The next day, Virginia 
seceded from the Union. The United States was on the brink of civil war. 
Mary Bowser’s life was about to undergo a radical change.

Bowser had kept in touch with Elizabeth Van Lew, who supported the 
movement to abolish slavery. Van Lew led a ring of Union spies working to 
obtain secret information about the South’s wartime plans. She arranged for 
Bowser to become a servant in the Confederate White House of Jefferson 
Davis. As a spy, Bowser became Ellen Bond, an illiterate slave.

Instantly, Bowser had access to secret meetings, troop movements, and 
political strategies. Assuming she was a dim-witted girl who could not read, 
no one thought to hide classified documents or shield their conversations. 
Bowser also had a photographic memory. Bowser’s contact noted that 
Bowser could recite complete documents from memory. He and Bowser 
exchanged information by hiding notes in empty eggshells, shoe soles, and 
bakery deliveries.
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Read “Patel’s Chain of Adventures” and answer the questions that follow.

Patel’s Chain of Adventures

Patel flicked on the lamp next to his bed, flooding the room with a warm orange 
glow. He was almost halfway through his new book—and he’d only checked it out 
from the library yesterday. He was lost in the pages when his mom appeared in the 
doorway.

“Patel, can you please take out the garbage?” she asked, leaning against the 
doorframe.

“Ugh, Mom. Now? I’m at a really cool spot in my book,” Patel pleaded. “Can’t I 
just take it out in the morning?”

“Alright,” she said. “But don’t forget. The truck comes at around eight.”

Patel read a few more chapters, then turned out the light, his mind wandering 
from the book to tomorrow’s plans. Alex had invited him and Oscar over after school 
to play his new spy video game. In “Undercover Adventures,” you collected special 
gadgets and went on secret missions. Patel could hardly wait. 

The next morning, Patel woke to the numbers 7:50 flashing red on his clock. 
He must have forgotten to set the alarm. Jumping out of bed, he hurried to the closet 
and threw on his clothes. 

In the kitchen, chaos reigned. His sister Maya was toddling across the floor, 
crying. When she reached their dad, he scooped her up, bouncing her gently as he 
finished packing her lunchbox. Patel wiggled her little foot and made a funny face. 
Maya giggled.

“I was just about to wake you,” said Patel’s dad, grabbing his briefcase and 
Maya’s lunchbox. “We’ll, we’re off to work and daycare—not necessarily in that order. 
Have a good day!”

As they left, his mother walked in yawning, still wearing her pajamas. “Patel!” 
she exclaimed suddenly. “Why is the trash still here?”

Patel felt a stone dropping in his stomach. When he looked out the window and 
saw that full trashcans still lined the sidewalk, his panic lifted.

“It’s all cool, Mom,” he said. “The truck didn’t come yet.” Then he heard an 
unmistakable rumble. 

“The truck!” Patel yelled. He grabbed two tall black bags and ran out of the 
house. The truck was stopped right in front of his house. He ran faster, dragging the 
bags along the path. Just before he reached the sidewalk, one of the bags split, 
spewing a week’s worth of garbage all over him.
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“Eew, gross!” he wailed. A banana peel was sliding off his knee. His jeans were 
spotted in wet coffee grounds and he smelled like rotten lettuce. Sighing, Patel 
cleaned everything up and trudged back to the house. After telling his mom what 
happened, he washed up and changed his clothes. By the time he finished, he had 
missed the school bus.

“Come on,” said his mom. “I’ll drive you to school on my way to work.”

Already tired, Patel melted into the passenger seat of his mom’s little blue car. 
His mom turned the key and the car coughed. Then it sputtered, clicked, and died. 

“The old girl needs a new battery,” his mom said. “Come on. We’ll call a cab.” 

Patel finally arrived at school fifteen minutes late. He would have to stay after 
school. And his bad luck wasn’t over yet. In this morning’s panic, he had forgotten his 
math homework—so Mr. Crane made him stay inside during recess. 

When the bell finally rang at the end of the day, Patel watched Alex and Oscar 
head off without him. He would have to catch the late bus and miss out on 
“Undercover Adventures.” 

Later that night, Patel was back in bed with his library book. But his mind kept 
wandering. How could someone have so much bad luck in one day?

His mom appeared at his door. “Don’t forget—tomorrow is picture day,” she said. 
“Why don’t you pick out what you want to wear, and lay your clothes out tonight?” 
She looked at his book and smiled. “Or, you could just do it in the morning.”

“Oh, no,” Patel said, shutting the book and heading for his bureau. He had just 
realized that bad luck was not responsible for today’s “adventures.” And he was not 
going to leave anything for the morning again.
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11   Part A: Why does the author use the phrase a stone dropping in his 
stomach in paragraph 10?

 A  to describe Patel’s alarm about forgetting the trash 

 B  to describe Patel’s hunger before breakfast

 C  to show Patel’s hatred for taking out the trash

 D  to show how tired Patel feels in the morning

  Part B: Which phrase from the passage helps the reader understand the 
meaning in Part A? 

 A  “. . . walked in yawning . . .” (Paragraph 9)

 B  “. . . his panic lifted.” (Paragraph 10)

 C  “. . . an unmistakable rumble.” (Paragraph 11)

 D  “. . . dragging the bags. . .” (Paragraph 12)
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12   Part A: Why does Patel want to put off taking out the trash at the beginning 
of the story?

 A  He dislikes handling garbage.

 B  He is excited about tomorrow’s plans.

 C  He is involved in reading a book.

 D  He knows the truck arrives at eight o’clock.

  Part B: Which of the following is directly caused by the delay in Part A?

 A  Maya cries in the kitchen.

 B  His mom’s car won’t start.

 C  Patel smells like wet coffee grounds.

 D  Patel hurries with the trash and spills it.
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13   Part A: Why does Patel have to stay after school?

 A  Patel forgets his math homework.

 B  Patel misses the school bus.

 C  Patel arrives fifteen minutes late.

 D  Patel forgets that it is picture day.

  Part B: What happens because Patel has to stay after school?

 A  He misses the late bus home.

 B  He misses out on “Undercover Adventures.”

 C  He forgets to bring home his library book.

 D  He forgets to take out the garbage. 
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14   Part A: What can the reader infer about Patel from details in the story?

 A  Patel is a responsible kid who sometimes forgets to plan ahead.

 B   Patel is involved in so many activities that he resents having to do 
his chores.

 C   Patel’s interest in books and video games makes him neglect his 
schoolwork.

 D   Patel’s family responsibilities make it difficult for him to manage 
his activities.

  Part B: Which statement about the story supports the answer in Part A?

 A  Patel forgets to bring his math homework into school.

 B  Patel begs his mother to let him take out the trash in the morning.

 C   Patel fails to realize that delaying his chore will lead to other 
problems.

 D  Patel is punished twice in one day by his teacher Mr. Crane.
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15   Part A: Which word best describes Patel’s reaction to the problems he 
experiences in the story?

 A  anger

 B  amazement

 C  frustration

 D  sadness

  Part B: Which sentence from the story supports the answer in Part A?

 A   “Jumping out of bed, he hurried to the closet and threw on his 
clothes.” (Paragraph 6)

 B   “Sighing, Patel cleaned everything up and trudged back to the house.” 
(Paragraph 13)

 C   “Already tired, Patel melted into the passenger seat of his mom’s little 
blue car.” (Paragraph 15)

 D   “How could someone have so much bad luck in one day?” (Paragraph 19)
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16   Part A: Which of the following best states the main theme of this story?

 A  Children should take more responsibility for household chores.

 B  Delaying responsibilities can have unexpected consequences.

 C  True friends will stick by each other even in difficult situations.

 D  Parents should be less willing to give into children’s demands.

  Part B: Which sentence from the passage supports the answer in Part A?

 A   “When she reached their dad, he scooped her up, bouncing her gently 
as he finished packing her lunchbox.” (Paragraph 7)

 B   “’Patel!’ she exclaimed suddenly. ‘Why is the trash still here?’” 
(Paragraph 9)

 C   “When the bell finally rang at the end of the day, Patel watched Alex 
and Oscar head off without him.” (Paragraph 18)

 D   “And he was not going to leave anything for the morning again.” 
(Paragraph 21)
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17   Part A: At first, how does Patel explain everything that happens to him in the 
story? Select one answer and write it in the Before box.

Explanations

He caused all the problems.

He is having bad luck.

He has too many chores.

His teacher is too strict.

Before

  Part B: What does Patel learn by the end of the story? Select one answer and 
write it in the After box.

Lessons Learned

Bad luck can happen to anyone.

It’s impossible to change what is bound to happen.

Patel himself is responsible for the series of events.

Patel’s mom should remind him about things much earlier.

After

C
o
p
yrig

ht ©
 M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill Ed
uca

tio
n

001-034_CR14_PSB_G5_PBA_EOY_118701.indd   22001-034_CR14_PSB_G5_PBA_EOY_118701.indd   22 9/30/13   8:16 AM9/30/13   8:16 AM



GO ONGO ON   

Grade 5  •  End-of-Year Assessment 23

Program: PRACC_SBAC
Grade: 5 PDF Pass

Vendor: Laserwords

Name:   Date:  

18   Part A: Recreate Patel’s “chain of adventures” by writing the events in the 
chart in the correct sequence.

Events:

His mom’s car won’t start, so Patel is late to school.

Patel misses out on playing “Undercover Adventures.”

Patel decides to put off taking out the trash until the next morning.

Patel has to stay after school for being late.

Patel has to hurry with the garbage and it spills all over him.

Because Patel has to change his clothes, he misses the bus.
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Now you will read two articles about animals and the interesting ways in 
which they interact with each other. The first text, “Animal Societies,” 
gives information about some specific groups of animals that live in 
interesting ways. The second text, “Crow Families,” provides information 
about how crows behave in their social groups. 
As you read the texts, pay close attention to details in the pieces. 
You will answer questions about both texts.

Read “Animal Societies” and “Crow Families” and answer the questions 
that follow.

Animal Societies

What do bees, wolves, and naked mole-rats have in common? They are some of 
the many animals that live in social groups. Not every animal grouping is a society. 
Biologists say that social behavior has two qualities: cooperation, where animals 
interact in ways that benefit the whole group; and division of labor, where each 
group member has a specific job.

Living in Colonies
The most highly organized animal group is the colony. Usually, it is led by a 

queen—the only group member that can reproduce. All other residents know their 
place, and each is bred for one specific job.

Some colony residents seek out food. Others are builders that maintain the nest. 
Some stand guard and some feed the young. Life is so specialized that some biologists 
compare animal colonies to cells working together in a single body. The scientific 
term for species in these complex societies is eusocial animals.

Naked Mole-Rats
The majority of eusocial animals are insects living in colonies of thousands. One 

exception is a mammal called the naked mole-rat. Naked mole-rats live in the dry 
regions of Kenya, Ethiopia, and Somalia in underground colonies of 100–300 
individuals. Yet only one female, along with one or two males, has the ability to breed. 
The rest work to maintain the burrow, or act as soldiers to defend against intruders. 

Scientists believe that naked mole-rats developed this cooperative society as the 
best way to survive. Their major food source—roots and tubers—are scattered in 
small quantities and hidden under dry ground. Living in smaller groups would mean 
greater competition over scarce resources. That’s why the naked mole-rat prefers 
living in large groups near a known food source. 
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Ants Everywhere
More than 12,000 species of ants live in colonies all over the world. Most 

residents are female, but only the queen can reproduce. Males are born only to mate. 
The other colony residents—which can number in the thousands—belong to either a 
worker or soldier caste. 

The dangerous driver ant lives in tropical rain forests. Driver ants do not have a 
permanent nest. Instead, the entire colony moves as a single mass, eating everything 
in its path—insects, rodents, or even goats. Soldier ants with large, powerful jaws 
move along the outside. Ringing the inside are the worker ants, whose bodies protect 
the queen and larvae in the center.

The Meerkat Mob
Besides colonies, animal societies include other groups. Wolves live in packs that 

cooperate on the hunt. Elephants live in female-led herds in which all adults act as 
caretakers for the young. Dolphins live in pods where each individual has its own 
signature whistle. 

A group of meerkats, called a mob, averages about 30 family members. 
A meerkat is a type of South African mongoose. Each mob digs several underground 
burrows. Each burrow contains a complicated tunnel-and-room system that stays 
cool even during the hottest days. Often, large burrows contain as many as 90 
entrances.

A meerkat mob gives its members the benefits of social living. Meerkats seek out 
food as a group. Meanwhile, other mob members stand guard. These sentries look out 
for eagles, hawks, and other birds. Meerkats also care for young in teams, with both 
males and females taking turns babysitting the pups.
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Crow Families

Have you ever seen a tree covered in black leaves? A closer looks reveals that 
the “leaves” are actually crows—hundreds of them. While this might seem creepy, 
these birds are simply hanging out with their extended family.

Crows belong to large social groups, sometimes containing thousands of birds. 
Scientists refer to a group of these birds as “a murder of crows.” Each crow mates for 
life. This creates tight-knit families in which young crows help their parents care for 
younger siblings. Crow families even develop certain behaviors that can differ from 
one family to another. 

One behavior called “anting” is passed down only in some crow families. These 
crows cover themselves in crushed ants. This action releases an acid that prevents 
parasites from burrowing into the birds’ feathers.

Like most societies, flocks of crows compete for territory and resources. Some 
even steal each other’s food. But social living makes crows highly intelligent and 
capable of preventing theft. For example, a crow will sometimes pretend to hide food 
in one location, but put it in another. 

Playing is another social behavior. Crows play with each other by snatching or 
dropping objects. Or they fly high up, then tumble down with the wind. Crows also 
use tools. They crack nuts or shells open by dropping them onto a hard surface. They 
can even bend a piece of wire and use it to retrieve hard-to-get-at food.

Crows can also be highly selective. If a crow is excluded from a group, it might 
not be allowed to rejoin. Still, crows often work together to help their fellow crows. 
Crows communicate with 250 different types of calls. Upon hearing a distress call, 
crows will rush to protect another crow from an enemy.
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Answer these questions about “Animal Societies.”

19    In paragraph 1 of “Animal Societies,” the author uses the phrase “division of 
labor” to describe the jobs of different group members. Write in the word 
web five words from the passage that belong to this category.

queen residents builders cells species insects

mammals workers soldiers packs caretakers pods

foragers sentries

Division 
of Labor
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20   Part A: How do biologists define eusocial animals?

 A  Those that live in underground colonies

 B  Large groups that live near a known food source 

 C  Those that live in female-led groups of adult caretakers 

 D  Specialized colonies where individuals work like cells in one body

  Part B: Select two animals that are examples of eusocial animals.

 A  wolves

 B  elephants

 C  naked mole-rats

 D  dolphins

 E  meerkats

 F  ants
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21   Part A: What is one behavior that separates social groups from other animal 
groups?

 A  reproduction

 B  cooperation

 C  communication

 D  hunting

  Part B: What is the major purpose of social animal groups?

 A  to help animals recognize one another

 B  to produce better offspring

 C  to increase chances of survival

 D  to make permanent homes
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Answer these questions about “Crow Families.”

22   Part A: Which main factor has led to the crow’s high intelligence?

 A  social living

 B  roosting in trees

 C  using tools

 D  playing in the wind

  Part B: Select two examples of intelligent crow behavior.

 A  flocking with extended family 

 B  mating for life

 C  using hard surfaces to crack open shells 

 D  snatching up objects

 E  excluding other crows

 F  retrieving food with bent wire
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23    Crows display specific characteristics. Complete the chart about crow families 
by writing in the correct box a result and an example for each characteristic 
in the chart.

Possible Results

competition for territory

excluding others

tight-knit families

distress calls

family-specific behaviors

Possible Examples

hiding of food

anting

bending wire

young help parents care for siblings

snatching or dropping of nuts

Crow Families

Characteristic Result Example
mate for life

adults pass on behaviors 
to young
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Now answer these questions about “Animal Societies” and “Crow Families.”

24   Part A: What is similar about “Animal Societies” and “Crow Families”?

 A  They contain information about animal colonies.

 B  They contain information about eusocial animals.

 C  They contain information about animals that live underground.

 D  They contain information about animals that live in social groups.

  Part B: How is the structure of “Animal Societies” different from that of 
“Crow Families”?

 A   “Animal Societies” compares and contrast different animal groups; 
“Crow Families” organizes information about crows in categories.

 B   “Animal Societies” lists information about animal groups in order of 
importance; “Crow Families” compares and contrasts information 
about crows with that of other animals.

 C   “Animal Societies” lists information about animal groups in categories; 
“Crow Families” organizes information about crows by causes and 
effects.

 D   “Animal Societies” describes problems and solutions of different 
animal groups; “Crow Families” organizes information about crows in 
chronological order.
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25    Using information from both passages, write each type of animal in the 
correct box in the chart. One social group should contain two animal types.

Name of Social Group Type of Animal

colony

pack

murder

pod

herd

mob

Animals

wolf

meerkat

elephant

crow

ant

dolphin

naked mole-rat
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26   Part A: Based on information in both passages, what conclusion can the 
reader draw about social animals?

 A   Animals that live in underground colonies have a better chance of 
survival than other animal societies.

 B   Shared caretaking of the young benefits many animal societies by 
freeing adults to cooperate on other tasks.

 C   Excluding certain individuals from a social group is important to the 
survival of the greater society.

 D   All types of animal social groups do best when they contain a male/
female pair that mates for life.

  Part B: Select one sentence from each passage that supports the answer in 
Part A.

 A   “Usually, it is led by a queen—the only group member that can 
reproduce.” (Animal Societies, Paragraph 2)

 B   “Scientists believe that naked mole-rats developed this cooperative 
society as the best way to survive.” (Animal Societies, Paragraph 5)

 C   “Meerkats also care for young in teams, with both males and females 
taking turns babysitting the pups.” (Animal Societies, Paragraph 10)

 D   “Crows belong to large social groups, sometimes containing thousands 
of birds.” (Crow Families, Paragraph 2)

 E   “This creates tight-knit families in which young crows help their 
parents care for younger siblings.” (Crow Families, Paragraph 2)

 F  “Crows can also be highly selective.” (Crow Families, Paragraph 6)
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Item Type Answer CCSS Score

1A
EBSR

B RL.5.4, L.5.4a
/2

1B D RL.5.4, L.5.4a
2A

EBSR
C RL.5.1, RL.5.2

/2
2B B, F RL.5.1, RL.5.2
3A

EBSR
A RL.5.1, RL.5.6

/2
3B B RL.5.1, RL.5.6
4A

EBSR
B RL.5.1, RL.5.5

/2
4B C RL.5.1, RL.5.5

5 TECR

Underline two of the following:
“For centuries the oak has stood, spreading 
toward the sky,”
“Beside it, there’s an acorn sending out its first 
green shoot,”
“To carry on Earth’s steady ebb and flow.”

RL.5.1, RL.5.2 /2

6A
EBSR

B RI.5.4, L.5.4a
/2

6B D RI.5.4, L.5.4a
7A

EBSR
A RI.5.1, RI.5.3

/2
7B C RI.5.1, RI.5.3
8A

TECR

D RI.5.1, RI.5.3

/2
8B

• She read classified documents.
•  She wrote notes about information she had 

gathered.
RI.5.1, RI.5.3

9A
EBSR

D RI.5.1, RI.5.2
/2

9B B, E RI.5.1, RI.5.2

10 TECR

Paragraph 2, sentence 4
Paragraph 3, sentence 2
Paragraph 4, sentence 3
Paragraph 5, sentence 2

RI.5.1, RI.5.3 /2

11A
EBSR

A RL.5.4, L.5.5a
/2

11B B RL.5.4, L.5.5a
12A

EBSR
C RL.5.1, RL.5.3

/2
12B D RL.5.1, RL.5.3
13A

EBSR
C RL.5.1, RL.5.3

/2
13B B RL.5.1, RL.5.3
14A

EBSR
A RL.5.1, RL.5.2

/2
14B C RL.5.1, RL.5.2
15A

EBSR
C RL.5.1, RL.5.2

/2
15B D RL.5.1, RL.5.2
16A

EBSR
B RL.5.1, RL.5.2

/2
16B D RL.5.1, RL.5.2
17A

TECR
He is having bad luck. RL.5.1, RL.5.2

/2
17B

Patel himself is responsible for the series of 
events.

RL.5.1, RL.5.2
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18 TECR

The events should be placed in the following 
order:
1.  Patel decides to put off taking out the trash 

until the next morning.
2.  Patel has to hurry with the garbage and it 

spills all over him.
3.  Because Patel has to change his clothes, he 

misses the bus.
4.  His mom’s car won’t start, so Patel is late to 

school.
5.  Patel has to stay after school for being late.
6.  Patel misses out on playing “Undercover 

Adventures.”

RL.5.1, RL.5.3 /2

19 TECR

Five of the following seven words should be in 
the word web:
queen
builders
workers
soldiers
caretakers
foragers
sentries

RI.5.1, RI.5.4 /2

20A
EBSR

D RI.5.2
/2

20B C, F RI.5.2
21A

EBSR
B RI.5.1, RI.5.3

/2
21B C RI.5.1, RI.5.3
22A

EBSR
A RI.5.1, RI.5.2

/2
22B C, F RI.5.1, RI.5.2

23 TECR

The following information should be included 
in the chart in the order noted:
Result:
• tight-knit families
• family-specific behaviors
Example:
• young help parents care for siblings
• anting

RI.5.1, RI.5.3 /2

24A
EBSR

D RI.5.1, RI.5.6
/2

24B C RI.5.1, RI.5.5

25 TECR

The following information should be included 
in the chart:
Type of Animal:
• ant, naked mole-rat
• wolf
• crow
• dolphin
• elephant
• meerkat

RI.5.1, RI.5.6 /2

26A
EBSR

B RI.5.1, RI.5.9
/2

26B C, E RI.5.1, RI.5.9

Total Score /52
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